[A clinicopathologic study of primary gastric lymphoma of B-cell type among the Japanese with special reference to low-grade B-cell lymphoma of mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT)].
The most common primary site of low-grade B-cell lymphoma of mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT lymphoma) is the gastrointestinal tract, particularly the stomach. The relationship of MALT lymphomas, however, with the more commonly occurring large B-cell gastric lymphoma has not been directly discussed except in the report of Chan et al. (1990), which lacked clinical information regarding the behavior of these tumors. To elucidate the relationship between high-grade large-cell lymphoma and MALT lymphoma, we studied in detail the histopathological and clinicopathologic features with the survival date of 77 Japanese cases of primary gastric lymphoma (PGL) of B-cell type. Based on degree of morphologically recognizable low- or high-grade components of the tumor, PGL was divided into four types: 18 cases of pure MALT lymphoma (type I); 13 cases of MALT lymphoma with small area of high-grade lymphoma (type II); 22 cases of high-grade lymphoma with small areas of MALT lymphoma (type III); and 24 cases pure high-grade lymphoma (type IV). Corresponding to the differences in the histologic pictures of each type, there were differences in the gross appearance, pathologic stage (including depth of invasion) and prognosis. These data suggests that both MALT and high-grade lymphomas of the stomach belong to the same cell lineage and constitute a pathological spectrum and that the histological grouping of PGL is clinico-pathologically useful.